
Do I use the OverDrive app, or OverDrive’s Libby app? 

The Libby app is an alternative to the OverDrive app. It's great for first-time users of OverDrive eBooks and eAudiobooks, but it doesn't yet have some 
features that are available in the OverDrive app. The OverDrive app will remain an option for the foreseeable future. 

Not sure which app is right for you? Check out our comparison of current device compatibility, collections and features: 

   
OverDrive 

 
Libby 

Device Compatibility OverDrive Libby 

iOS (iPhone/iPad/iPod touch) ✓ 
OS 9+  

✓ 
OS 9+  

Mac ✓ 
 

Android ✓ 
Android 4.0+  

✓ 
Android 4.4+ 

Chromebook ✓ 
OS 41+   

Windows 8 ✓ 
 

Windows 10 ✓ ✓ 

Windows Phones 
 

✓ 

Kindle Fire ✓ coming soon 

Kindle eReader 
Send items directly to your eReader from the app. ✓ ✓ 

Collections 
  

eBooks ✓ ✓ 

eAudiobooks ✓ ✓ 

Streaming video ✓ 
 

http://app.overdrive.com/
http://app.overdrive.com/
https://meet.libbyapp.com/
http://app.overdrive.com/
http://meet.libbyapp.com/


 

Getting started OverDrive Libby 

 

• Libby Help from Overdrive - Learn how to search, borrow, place holds, and renew items. 

• Libby Support from Overdrive - Email support staff 24/7. 

  

Features OverDrive Libby 

Simplified download process 
Just tap borrow—no need to select a format.   ✓ 

Borrowing history ✓ ✓ 

Place holds and view your place in line ✓ ✓ 

Estimated hold wait times 
 

✓ 

Sign in to multiple libraries with one or more library cards   ✓ 

Customizable browsing options   ✓ 

Kids & Teens eReading Rooms 
Dedicated collection that displays content only for kids or teens. ✓ coming soon 

Dyslexic font ✓ ✓ 

Compatibility with screen readers ✓ coming soon 

Wish List 
Save titles to check out at another time. Library specific. ✓   

Tags 
Tag titles as read, loved, hated, wishlist, school, beach—whatever you like! Device specific.   ✓ 

eBook highlighting and annotations 
 

✓ 

Recommend for purchase 
If you search for an item not in the collection, recommend it for purchase with just a tap. ✓ coming soon 

https://help.overdrive.com/customer/en/portal/articles/1481729-getting-started-with-overdrive
https://help.overdrive.com/customer/en/portal/articles/2827114
https://help.libbyapp.com/
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3216684/Libby-Support-Form


What is the difference between Libby and the OverDrive app? 

Libby is a new app released by OverDrive. It has the same collection of titles as the OverDrive app - it’s just a different way to access 
the same digital library collection. Libby is a fast and attractive digital browsing experience. 

Libby is compatible with Android and iOS devices, with Kindle Fire compatibility coming soon. Libby is great if you just want to 
download a book to your Android or iOS phone or tablet. 

OverDrive is the “classic” app, and is compatible with more devices, including Kindle Fire, Macs, PCs, and Windows mobile devices. It 
also allows for transfer to MP3 players from computers. 

Libby is new, and doesn’t yet have all features that the OverDrive app does, such as the ability to recommend titles for purchase or 
robust accessibility features. These will be added to Libby over time. 

Which app should I use? 

If you use one iOS or Android device to browse, download, and read or listen to digital books, we recommend trying Libby. It’s a great 
one-device experience. 

If you like to read books on many devices, or prefer to browse for new titles on your computer, stick with the OverDrive app for now. 
Also, if you make use of accessibility features in the OverDrive app, you’ll need to stick with that until more accessibility features get 
added to Libby. 

If you’re concerned about excluding mature content in your digital reading app, stick with the OverDrive app. If you want the kids in 
your life to be able to browse only for kids’ books, and not see other titles, you’ll want to stay with the OverDrive app as well. 

What format are the digital books in Libby? 

Unless you tell it otherwise, Libby downloads digital books in the Read or Listen formats. By default, all digital books under 20 mb 
(basically e-books only) will download to Libby automatically for offline reading. To download audiobooks, which are much bigger 
files, you’ll need to tell Libby to start downloading. You can adjust these settings by opening the menu and tapping on Download 
Settings. 

I like to read on a Kindle e-reader. Should I use the Libby app to discover books? 

Give it a try! The Libby app is a different browsing experience than the OverDrive app, and you may prefer it. You can let Libby know 
that you read e-books on your Kindle by tapping on the menu, and then on Download Settings. When you check out a Kindle format e-
book, it will send it to your Kindle, rather than downloading the book to Libby. 

I checked out a book using the OverDrive app, or using the OverDrive website on my computer, and now I can’t return it early in Libby. 



Books added to the Libby app are in the Read or Listen formats. If you downloaded a book in EPUB format or an audiobook in MP3 
format to the OverDrive app, it cannot be returned early from the Libby app. With the exception of Read or Listen formats, titles you 
download need to be returned early from the device they were downloaded to. All titles expire automatically after the loan period. 

Can I use more than one library card or cards from different libraries in Libby? 

Yes! Libby makes it easy to switch between library cards or between different libraries. Open the menu, then tap on Switch Library or 
Library Cards. The best part is that all your digital checkouts from different cards and libraries are on the same shelf, so there is no 
need to switch between libraries or cards to read your books. 

A big THANK YOU to Washington County Cooperative Library Services for this information. 

 


