
A missing piece of Lake Charles history has come home. 

A copy of the first Directory of the City of Lake Charles, published in 1895, has recently been added to the 
genealogical collection of the Calcasieu Parish Public Library. 

With the help of John Sellers, a genealogical speaker who visited our library in 2005, our former director, 
Michael Sawyer, who had contacts with the California State Library, and the assistance of Martha 
Whittaker, Senior Librarian of Sutro Library of San Francisco, and BMI Imaging, the one firm approved to 
take items off-site for reproduction to microfilm and CD-ROM copies, Calcasieu Parish has this rare gem. 

A photocopy version and a microfilm copy are available at the SWLA Genealogical & Historical Library, 
411 Pujo Street in Lake Charles.
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